healthy well-nourished man. Previously he had been employed as a railway contractor's clerk, and in jail he was working as a compositor in the press. As a lad of from twelve to fourteen years of age he suffered from an attack ?f " cholera," from the effects of which he recovered in eight or nine days. About this time or soon afterwards his hands and feet began to perspire excessively. The perspiration gradually got worse and worse, occasioning him considerable inconvenience in his work ; but during the last four years the condition had remained stationary and at its Worst. At the age of eighteen or nineteen years he contracted syphilis or some venereal disease. He had a slight scar on the penis ; but there was no other indication of syphilis. I had the man under daily observation during two and a half months, from the 24th May to the 8th August this year. The skin of his hands and feet appeared perfectly natural, except for the fact that it was bathed in perspiration. I mean that the skin was not sodden, desquamating, ulcerated, or in any way irritated. The function of sweat secretion was unaltered over the rest of his body, as I ascertained by putting him to work at the oilmill.
On the palmar aspect of both hands the sweat began abruptly at the wrinkle which separates the hand from the wrist. It was in greatest amount along the lower edges of the thenar and hypothenar eminences, in the hollow of the palms, and towards the tips of the fingers, i.e., the effect of the action of gravity. Each pore secreted its droplet, and these tended to coalesce. There was much less perspiration on the back of the hands ; but still there was excessive secretion over the back of the proximal and middle phalanges, and most over the distal ones. In the last instance there were large beads of perspiration, which were chiefly the overflow from the palmar aspect of the semiflexed and dependent fingers. His feet and toes perspired profusely on both dorsal and plantar aspects, so much so that there was a distinct wet impression wherever he stood.
By [Dec. 1894. 11 cmark.s.? In Cases I and II the hyper-secretion of sweat ttiib habitual and cont:nuous, localised and symmetrical, yet the skin covering the parts affected remained quite natural in aipKirance. There was none of the tylosis described by Crocker, nor of " the maceration of the cuticle, which becomes sodden, turns white and peels off. leaving the skin in a very exposed and tender condition,'' as described by Liveing.
The etiology of this affection is most obscure.
Dr. The Chairman had seen a number of these cases aud had found a hot water spoi.ge applied to the palm of the hand do good as a temporary measure. After the application of the sponge for a few moments, the sweating would be arrested and ci ntinue so for several hours. It, however, invariably returned, and the hand had again to be wiped with a hot sponge.
